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DRAFTED BY AE:MR. MOOSE 
APPROVED BY AF:WBEDMONDSON 
S/S-0:JTHYDEN 

127182 091904Z/40 

O091855Z JUL77ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA NIACT IMMEDIATE 

SECRETSTATE 1601 18 

EXDIS AMUASSADOR UOWDLER FROM MOOSE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PDIP 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL PLANS FOR AMB. LOW 

1 . AS SOON AS YOU CAN GET IN TOUCH WITH STEVE LOW, I 
WOULD LIKE EOR YOU TO REVIEW WITH HIM OUR CURRENT THINKING 
REGARDING HIS ONWARD TRAVEL PLANS. 

2. OUR THOUGHTS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

(A) IN LIGHT OF THE POSITIONS TAKEN BY NKOMO AND MWALE 
AND GIVEN SLIGHT POSSIBILITY THAT LOW WOULD HAVE ANYTHING 
POSITIVE TO REPORT TO KAUNDA ON THE TALKS WITH SMITH, WE 
NOW QUESTION THE UTILITY OF LOW SEEKING TO TALK WITH 
KAUNDA AFTER SALISBURY. 

(B) OUR OVERRIDING INTEREST AT THIS POINT IS HAVING STEVE 
LOW JOIN US HERE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR WHAT APPEARS TO 
BE AN ESSENTIAL REASSESSMENT OE OUR FUTURE STRATEGY. 
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(C) WE THINK IT IS A TOSSUP WHETHER ANYBODY NEEDS TO SEE 
MUGABE OR NOT. IF GRAHAM WANTS TO DO IT WE HAVE NO PAR- 
TICULAR FEELINGS. A MEETING WITH MUGABE MIGHT POSSIBLY 
HAVE SOME PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT ON NKOMO BUT I AM NOT SURE 
ABOUT THAT. 
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(D) GIVEN FOREGOING, WE SUGGEST THAT STEVE RETURN TO 
WASHINGTON AS SOON AND DIRECTLY AS POSSIBLE AFTER SALISBURY. 

IF FOR PERSONAL REASONS HE NEEDS TO GO BACK THROUGH LUSAKA 
WE UNDERSTAND. WE DOUBT THAT STEVE NEEDS TO SPEND MUCH 
TIME IN LONDON, BUT IF THERE IS A POSSIBILITY OF HIS SEEING 
OWEN WITH GRAHAM OR HAVING OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONSULTATION, 

WE LEAVE THAT TO STEVE'S JUDGMENT. WE WOULD NOT WANT HIM 
TO SPEND ANY MORE THAN A DAY IN LONDON AT MOST. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE US AS SOON AS POSSIBLE REGARDING STEVE'S 
PLANS. VANCE 
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